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On 11 April 1917 the 4th Brigade of the AIF, which included the 16th Bn 
(almost all West Australians), attempted to break the Hindenburg line at 
Bullecourt in an attempt to draw German troops away from a major assault 
at Arras. The Bullecourt action was unique in that there was to be no 
artillery bombardment to shatter the wire defences but tanks were to crush a 
pathway for the infantry. The attack was a total disaster with the tanks either 
failing to reach the start line, breaking down or being destroyed by German 
artillery. Casualties were enormous and most soldiers who breached the 
wire were killed or captured. For the AIF this was the ‘black day of the 
Great War’ for Prisoners of War (POWs). The POWs were regarded as 
‘Prisoners of Respite’ and their treatment by their captors was deplorable. 

This paper traces the progress of the POWs until the Armistice and then, by 
using selected examples, their postwar life following repatriation to the UK 
and Australia. This is one of the least researched topics in the AIF’s history. 

Personal note: I had a relative captured on that day. 

Mike Galvin was born in Per th and educated at the University of 
Western Australia graduating in Science (Biochemistry and Microbiology) 
followed by a degree in Medicine. As an undergraduate he enlisted in the 
Citizens Military Forces and was later commissioned in the Regular Army. 
After 14 years of service he made a seamless transition to the RAAF. During 
his service he was posted to every mainland state of Australia, New Guinea, 
Malaysia and the USA. Whilst serving in the USAF he qualified as a Flight 
Surgeon. Following discharge, he worked as an Emergency Physician. He 
also holds the Diploma of Tropical Medicine and has worked in East Timor. 
Mike’s main historical interest is the AIF on the Western Front 1916-1918. 

Mike Galvin at the 16 Bn plaque and memorial 
in Kings Park  

Memorial plaque for a POW. 

Mystery Photo 

Diary Dates 
Sat 28 Jul: Jumble Sale 

Wed 1 Aug:   Pearling Talk, Sara Yu 

Fri 3 - Mon 6 Aug: Katanning Tour 

Tue 21 Aug:  Auxiliary Morning Tea 
 Fundraiser 

Wed 29 Aug:  Life at ‘The Bungalow’ in early 
 20th Century, Richard Offen

This wedding group, photographed by Lafayette Studios 
in Perth, features elegant gowns, lavish bouquets and a 

GENERAL MEETING 

The next meeting at Stirling House is on Wednesday 16 July at 6pm when Dr Mike Galvin 
will present a paper on ‘Prisoners of War: 16th Battalion, 11 April 1917’.  

Refreshments available from 5.30pm; Bookshop open until 6pm. 

A Wedding Group 

selection of fashionable hats. A hand-written note 
suggests it was taken ‘about 1923’. 

If you recognise anyone in the photo or have any other 
information please contact the library on 9386 3841 or 
email library@histwest.org.au 

mailto:library@histwest.org.au
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Our next Second Hand Book Sale 
will be held on 6-7 April 2019. 
Please bring any books you no 
longer want to Stirling House or 
call the Office on 9386 3841 to 
arrange a pick up.  

Many thanks in anticipation.  

AE Williams Western Australian History Prize 

Our exciting, redesigned prize in Western Australian 
history is now a publication prize open to everyone. 

The prize is $1,000. 

For full details, consult the flyer attached to May’s 
History West or contact the Office – 

admin@histwest.org.au or 9386 3841.  

History in the City 
At our meeting on 16 June, Roy Stall gave an interesting 
talk on the HMAS Diamantina, a river class frigate of the 
Royal Australian Navy now preserved at the Queensland 
Museum. The Diamantina, with a complement of 140, 
played an active part in the World War after being 
launched in April 1944. These ships were quick to build 
which was very important at this time, when Australia 
was felt to be threatened with invasion. 

Conditions on board were not luxurious. She had bunks 
and no air conditioning.  There was no dining room 
and the sailors had to walk to the mess deck for meals. 
Washing was hung in the engine room; hammocks for 
sleeping were rigged outside. Night navigation had to 
be very precise. The ship had only one metre between 
deck and sea.  

After her wartime service, the Diamantina became an 
oceanographic survey ship and undertook oceanic 
surveys of the Montebello islands and Christmas Island 
waters. She was then based in Fremantle where she 
continued in service as an oceanographic vessel until 
the late 1980s. In 1960, she made a great contribution 
to our history when she discovered the deepest part of 
the Indian Ocean then known. This was named 
Diamantina Deep. 

History in the City is held on the first Wednesday of 
each month. Join us at 2pm at the Cityplace 
Community Centre on Perth Railway Concourse. 
Donation $5 with afternoon tea, all welcome. Our talk 
on 1 August will be given by John Viska on Early 
Nurseries of the City of Vincent. 

Lorraine Tholet 

 

 
Proudly Sponsoring 

Royal WA Historical Society 
WE SPECIALISE IN 

 Digital Printing 

 Self Publishing 

 Book Binding 

 Mailing 

For further information visit our website 
www.iprintplus.com.au 
or Call us on 9200 7700 

At its meeting held on 14 June business included 
the following where Council 
 

 

 

 

• welcomed news that archivist/librarian Carol 
Leigh and paper conservator Ulli Broeze-
Hörnemann will undertake voluntary work on 
the Forrest/North private papers at the Society; 

• confirmed that the Society’s annual journal Early 
Days, number 101, 2017 will be launched after  
October’s Council meeting; 

• resolved that next year’s secondhand book sale 
will be held on 6-7 April; 

• endorsed the removal of the fireplace in the 
Library photographs room and its replacement 
with shelving;  

• discussed various ways in which the centenary of 
Sir John Forrest’s death might be commemorated 
by the Society; 

• welcomed the success of Booked in for a Cuppa 
event on 25 May, and noted its continued 
popularity (54 attendees) and the publicity and 
financial benefit it brings; 

• noted the ongoing search through Volunteering 
WA and Nedlands Volunteer Resource Centre 
for library and bookshop volunteers, including 
the Bookshop Officer position; 

• continued planning for a schools curriculum  
package drawing on the Society’s collection, and 
acknowledged the value of the Federation of 
Australian Historical Societies (FAHS) online 
Local History & School’s Curriculum document;  

• welcomed the success of the 64th Annual 
Pioneers Memorial Service on 3 June at East 
Perth Cemeteries commemorating the Carr and 
Guilfoyle families, and thanked Lorraine Clarke 
for her organisation;  

• welcomed the offer from the family of deceased 
former Hon. Life Member Claire Macklin to 
donate a homemade table to the Society, and 
resolved to accept it as an asset and arrange 
temporary loan and storage with Vice 
Chairperson of Council Lorraine Clarke; 

• discussed and endorsed the planned programme 
for the FAHS’ AGM which is to be held this 
year in Perth. 

Lennie McCall Chairperson  

Council News 

• welcomed new members – Thelma Gardner, 
Barbara Melvin, John & Jennifer Renner; 

W  www.minutemanfremantle.com 
A    

T   08 9314 2308 
E   fremantle@minutemanpress.com  

mailto:admin@histwest.org.au
http://www.minutemanfremantle.com/
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/''/minuteman+press+fremantle/@-32.051409,115.7348147,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x2a32a1611e3afc17:0x9276cf8195a09904!2m2!1d115.7533565!2d-32.045099
mailto:fremantle@minutemanpress.com
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Guildford Walk 
On Monday 14 May about 24 of us gathered at the 
Guildford information centre, housed in the old 
Courthouse, to meet our leader Ron Bodycoat. He in turn 
introduced Celia Miller, President of the Swan-Guildford 
Historical Society. Celia had the Old Gaol open for our 
inspection and it was most interesting to see this 
renovated 1853 building. Ron then led us up Meadow 
Street, past the 1865 Mechanics Institute (where the 
Historical Society holds its meetings) and past the 
Temple Poole-designed Post Office built in 1898 – so 
into the gold-rush years. Over the road we saw the 1883 
Wesley Chapel where one of our number had been 
married. Then came the Art Deco Town Hall. 
Constructed in 1937-38 this building really makes a 
statement. The Council Chambers next door were 
constructed in 1900 in a Federation Romanesque style, 
less exuberant than the Town Hall. The Chambers 
nevertheless blend in very well. Continuing down 
Meadow Street Ron pointed out the various features of 
Stirling Square including St Mathew’s Church, the 
Talbot Hobbs Memorial Gates, and the War Memorial. 
Across the road could be seen the Guildford Hotel which 
had been ravaged by fire but restored and reopened last 
year as a perfect example of a gold-boom pub. 

On the other side of the square Ron pointed out a large 
brick building built around 1854 as a warehouse for 
goods brought up the Swan River from Perth. Guildford 
was actually called a port in the early years as so much 
cargo came up river bound for the ‘interior’. We then 
had to see the remains of the old wharf and sites of 
early bridges before wending our way across the road to 
the Rose and Crown, built in 1841 and one of the oldest 
pubs in WA, for a very enjoyable lunch.  

Nick Drew 

The first speaker, Jack Bradshaw, whose book Fences 
of Australia (Fremantle Press, 2017) challenges 
readers to think about the role of fences in history, 
gave a lively rendition of the many sorts of fences, 
including ingenious improvisations, to be found in 
Australia. His book has plenty of photographs of 
barriers to stop humans and animals getting in—or out. 

Next was historian Anna Haebich who discussed her 
latest book Dancing in Shadows: Histories of Nyungar 
Performance (UWAP, 2018) which traces the survival 
and adaptation of Nyungar performance culture in the 
face of catastrophic challenges. This Aboriginal 
heritage, including dance, demonstrates how 
Australia's traditional cultural barriers are being 
gradually surmounted with goodwill and imagination.  

Graham Seal' s investigation of this country's 
convict past  – Great Convict Stories (Allen & Unwin, 
2017) – yields much about attempts to maintain walls 
erected with colonial certainty. Those incarcerated who 
managed to escape needed luck, as well as courage, to 
forge new lives. 

Booked in for a Cuppa 
Our morning gathering of readers on Friday 25 May 
reflected on the limits and boundaries of human 
conduct: how far can we go and who has the right to 
limit our movements? Fascinating questions. The 
Society’s versatile president, Bob Nicholson, stepped 
in as MC when our usual and valued MC, Patrick 
Cornish, suddenly felt unwell. Everyone will welcome 
the news that Patrick is back in good health. 

The Audience 

Graham Seal, Anna Haebich, Jack Bradshaw 

And our own Sue Clarke 
again blended enthusiasm 
with a solid grasp of what 
young people enjoy 
reading to bring some 
wonderful children’s 
literature to our attention. 

Sue Clarke  
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Pioneers Memorial Service 2018 
- commemorating the Carr and 
Guilfoyle families 

The annual commemorative service was held on 
Sunday 3 June with Canon Joanne Baynes officiating. 
Our President the Hon. Bob Nicholson presided. The 
full citation for the families is available in the Library 
but here is a small part of the story of two Irish 
families who flourished in Western Australia. 

The Carr Family 
William and Sarah Carr with their  infant son 
William John arrived in 1861. Born in County Antrim 
in 1820, William Carr joined the 89th Regiment of Foot 
in 1838. After discharge, he joined the Enrolled 
Pensioner Force and arrived with his family on the 
convict transport Palmerston. He worked as a warder at 
Fremantle and Perth Gaols, and was one of the warders 
who unsuccessfully chased the escaping Fenians. 
William died in 1893 and was interred in East Perth 
Cemetery with his wife Sarah who had died in 1870. 
William had remarried widow Ann Cronin who took 
on the responsibility of William’s two children – 
William John and Mary Anne – and was a loving 
grandmother to many grandchildren.  

William and Sarah’s son Wiliam John Carr became a 
carpenter and builder, and then a hotel licensee. 
William married Mary Ann Elizabeth Peach in 1885 
and they had eight children – Frederick William b1886, 
Marion Elizabeth b1887, William Lionel b1889, 
Evelyn Mary b1891, Alma Elizabeth b1893, Harold 
Ernest b1895, Reginald John b1897 and Frank 
Lawrence b1900. Three of the children – Frederick, 
Marion and Frank – died in infancy, Marion and 
Frederick being buried in the East Perth Cemetery.  

William and Sarah’s daughter Mary Ann Guilfoyle nee 
Carr was born in Fremantle.  She wanted to enter  
the religious order of the Sisters of Mercy but did not 
have the dowry to do so. She instead taught at Victoria 
Square. Mary Ann married John Guilfoyle in 1885 and 
they had ten children – Mary Josephine b1886, John 
Michael b1888, William Thomas b1890, Denis Paul 
b1892, Cecil Aloysius b1893, Delia Kathleen b1896 
(d1896), Joseph Carr b1897, Francis Patrick b1900, 
Veronica Mary b1903 (d1905) and Michael Perrill 
b1905 (d1910). Mary was quietly involved in charity 
and also helped to run the Australian Hotel with her 
husband whilst rearing her children. She never 
recovered from the death of her youngest child and 
died in 1911.  She is buried in the East Perth Cemetery. 

The Guilfoyle Family 
John Guilfoyle was born in Scar iff, County Clare, 
in 1858 and arrived in WA In 1878 with his brothers 
Michael, William, Denis, Patrick and Thomas. His 
mother Mary and sister Bridget arrived later. John 
found a job navvying on the railways, later becoming a 
porter at the Perth Station before being promoted to 
guard. John married Mary Ann Carr, resigned from the 
railways and took on hotel work, becoming licensee of 
the Australian Hotel. In 1924 the hotel was re-built and 
re-named the Hotel Australia. John and Mary Ann’s 

sons became partners in the hotel and took over its 
running. In a heavy rainstorm in 1930, John was hit by 
a tram and killed outside his home.  

John and Mary Anne’s eldest child, Mary Josephine, 
was educated by the Sisters of Mercy at Victoria 
Square. She entered the Sisters of Mercy Order, taught 
in many schools and became a hospital administrator, 
reaching her Golden Jubilee in 1960. Three brothers – 
John (Jack) Michael, Denis Paul and Francis 
(Frank) Patrick – graduated from Oxford 
University as doctors of medicine. Both Jack and Frank 
helped run the Hotel Australia, indeed Frank set up his 
medical practice inside the hotel. Another brother 
William Thomas worked at the hotel for  many 
years and as a public servant. Another brother Joseph 
Carr also worked at the hotel while yet another  
brother Cecil Aloysius joined the railways.  

The families grew and flourished as the generations passed.  

Thanks to Ann-Louise Cahill who produced the citation 
with the valued help of Margaret McKenna, Tresna 
Back, Kerry Katich, Pauline Harper, Robyn Hovell, 
Trish Cahill, Michael Guilfoyle and Lorraine Clarke. 
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Library News 
Growing the Photograph Archive 

When Mike Taylor joined the Library team in 2015, he was 

presented with the challenge of clearing a large backlog of 

unprocessed 35mm negatives and colour slides stored in the 

Library’s fireplace. This backlog was in addition to the Library’s 

long-standing backlog of photographs and slides that have been 

registered and archived, but not yet digitised. Processing of the 

fireplace slides has now been completed and 532 photographs 

have been added to existing Collective Access items and 446 

photographs have been added to 240 new Collective Access items. 

While there are no remarkable photographs among the newly 

digitised items, slides were the technology of the 1960s and 

1970s, so we now have many new images from that time. If you 

are nostalgic, there are images of the floral clock at Kings Park at 

P2012.1398, trolley buses at P2015.889, and old-fashioned petrol 

pumps at P2016.250. 

If you remember the Barracks being demolished and Dumas 

House being built, have a look at P2018.1 and P2018.3. We also 

now have a collection of photos of the statues that used to be at 

Atlantis Marine Park at P2016.265. 

In transport there were a large number of slides from the Narrows 

Bridge and Freeway construction.  Narrows Bridge construction 

is at P2018.6, while new images of the opening ceremony have 

been added to P2011.1267. If you want a reminder of how much 

Perth’s traffic has changed, have a look at P2018.16. 

Unfortunately, when you look at the digitised photographs on the 

RWAHS public website, only one photograph (usually the best) 

from each item can be displayed. If there is a topic of interest, 

contact the Library and more complete reports of the images that 

are available can be provided. 

Mike Taylor 

P2012.1398 P2018.1 P2018.6 

P2015.889 

P2018.3 

P2011.1267 

P2016.250 P2016.265 P2018.16 
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Sending the troops off to the Anglo-Boer War, 1899. 

This photograph (P2007.133FP) brings to light an 
important aspect of West Australian military history. It 
shows the final official ‘send off’ to the first 
contingent of Western Australian troops for the Anglo
-Boer War. The group was gathered for the 
photograph at the eastern front of Government House 
in Perth. Note the letters ‘VR’ (Victoria Regina) above 
the arches.  

The fine quality of the photograph enables more 
detailed research to identify the officers and soldiers. At 
the rear of the massed troops are the official dignitaries 
and their wives. On the left can be seen members of the 
local militia who are yet to be identified.  

Over 1000 men (about four per cent of the colony’s 
male population as at 1900) volunteered to serve in the 
Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). Six infantry 
contingents were raised from Western Australia as 
well as two companies or equivalent for the Australian 
Commonwealth Horse.   

The first contingent embarked at Albany on 7 
November 1899 after travelling by train from Perth. 
After arriving in Cape Town the contingent was 
eventually converted to mounted infantry. This meant 
that many men had to learn to ride horses with the 
retesting being carried out on mules! The contingent 
then became the 1st West Australian Mounted Infantry 
(or 1WAMI). 1WAMI was attached to General 
Clements Column and operated close to the Orange 
Free State border. This column was responsible for 
preventing the advance of the Boers into the British 

Cape Colony. Later the contingent served at 
Bloemfontein and as far north as Pretoria. 

The 2nd, 3rd and 4th WAMI contingents arrived later 
in 1900 and were deployed through the Orange Free 
State and the Transvaal. The 4th WAMI was on action 
as far north as Rhodesia. The 5th and 6th WAMI 
contingents, though they left Western Australia 
separately, were combined in South Africa.  

All contingents experienced death and casualties with 
22 being awarded imperial decorations for bravery in 
action. The West Australian involvement in the Anglo-
Boer War remains a relatively unknown aspect of 
WA’s colonial history.  

 John Adeney 

Remembering Them -
Kununurra and Wyndham 
exhibitions - 5 & 6 May 2018 
As part of the state-wide project involving 32 regional 

museums, the Kununurra and Wyndham historical 

museums have recently presented exhibitions to 

commemorate the service of local men and women 

during World War I and in the century that has since 

passed. Kununurra focused on World War I and 

Wyndham on World War II. I was fortunate to be there 

and these photographs taken at the exhibition openings 

provide an impression of the two exhibitions and those 

responsible for presenting them. 

Perpetua Durack Clancy 

Wyndham exhibition  
Wyndham Historical Society committee members – L to R: Dick Daniels, 

Phil Sproull, Chris McLoughlin and Maxine Middap, with Polly Smith  
(WA Museum) second from right. 

Kununurra Historical Museum exhibition  
Andrew Barker (President Kununurra Historical Society), Melissa Price 

(MHR for Durack) Perpetua Durack Clancy (KHS & RWAHS). 

Museum News 
With thanks to the Auxiliary – the framed 
photographs project 

As you walk along the corridor of Stirling House from 
the entrance to the main meeting room and exhibition 
space, do pause to examine the wonderful array of 
framed photographs now adorning the walls. These 
photographs which were badly in need of conservation 
have now been restored and remounted by conservator 
Paul Malone, the glass replaced with conservation 
clear UV glass and the framework restored to museum 
standard using rag materials. Our thanks to the 
Society’s Auxiliary that donated the proceeds of its 
talks over the past few years to the task. In the next few 
issues of History West we will tell you a little more 
about each of these photographs. Here is the first of 
these stories. 
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Affiliates & Other News 
Bayswater Historical Society has put out an all-
welcome call to those who like to be outdoors to join 
its budding gardening group, which aims to restore the 
Halliday House garden. The first iris has flowered, new 
roses have replaced the overgrown pencil pines and the 
front roses are reshaping themselves into weeping 
roses. Green thumbs are needed! 

Carnamah Historical Society & Museum continues 
to expand its website — www.carnamah.com.au. 
Added are two new datasets that will be of interest to 
many. 
1) People of Western Australia 1863-1889, which is a 
searchable index of the directories that appeared in 
both the WA Almanack and The Herald Almanack. 
Most entries include the person's name, their address 
(or the district they were living in), their occupation 
and the year. We're about to expand this to include lists 
of public servants from the Blue Books, a number of 
different directories that were produced in WA in the 
1890s, and logs of settlers visited by police for a 
number of districts east and north of Perth in the 1870s, 
1880s and 1890s. 

2) Livestock Brands of WA 1912-1962, which is a 
searchable index of livestock brand registrations that 
appeared in the Government Gazette. It includes the 
person's name, their address, livestock brand and the 
year. It's a great source for ascertaining farm names 
and it's also interesting to see the number of people not 
on farms who had a registered livestock brand. This 
index allowed us to settle a friendly argument we'd 
been having for a few years about whether a particular 
farm had a name! 

Denmark Historical Society has lost a number  of its 
older members in the past year but has also acquired 
new members to carry the Society forward. Social 
media is playing an increasing role in the Society’s life 
with a Facebook page and a Remember back in 
Denmark page where people share photos and stories 
and report on the lives of Denmarkians who no longer 
live in the district. The Chairperson, Bev McGuinness, 
asks a question that puzzles many of us – how do we 
get the Shire to value what we do? ‘All the right things 
are said but that is where it seems to end’. Familiar 
situation? 

Fiona Hook will present what promises to be an 
interesting report on the findings of recent 
archaeological digs in Kings Square and Newman 
Court following the Fremantle History Society’s AGM 
at Fremantle Library, Fremantle Oval, on Tuesday 24 
July at 6pm. 

Maritime Heritage Association of WA invites you to 
morning tea and a pre-launch presentation of a 
forthcoming publication – A Hazardous Life. Captain 
George A D Forsyth, Mariner and First Harbour 
Master for the Colony of Western Australia by R K & I 
K Forsyth. At Robin Hicks Sailmaker and Rigger 
Workshop, 33A Gosnells Rd East, Orange Grove, on 
Sunday 8 July at 10am. RSVP for catering – 0418 949 
784. 

Maylands Historical and Peninsula Association has 
been busy presenting its portable displays on a range of 
topics – Maylands clay pits, School for the Blind, 
building homes, playing sport, building local 
businesses and coping with death. The Association has 
a new easy-to-assemble gazebo which was used at the 
Maylands Street Festival in May. Displays were also 
housed at the Old Police Station where costumes 
borrowed from the RWAHS added to the local items.  

Are you interested in book titled The Trees Y ou Could 
Drive Your Car Into containing many stories and 
photos of the Valley of the Giants and, in particular, 
cars in the Great Tingle Tree? If so, contact the 
Walpole Nornalup and District Historical Society. 
See walpoleonline.com 

This year the WA Police Historical Society has had a 
change of president. After 18 years as vice president 
and president Peter Skehan has retired ‘completely’. 
Our very good wishes to new president Graeme Sisson. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The Journal of the Royal Australian Historical 
Society (JRAHS), the oldest journal of Australian 
history, first published in 1906, contains original 
scholarly articles, reviews and images. Issues (1918-
1964) can now be accessed online through the National 
Library of Australia's TROVE. 

The digitisation of the Daisy Bates Collection is now 
online at http://bates.org.au/ 
It makes available a collection of 21,000 pages of 
vocabularies that Daisy Bates organised in the 1900s. 
A further 1,100 pages of song material she recorded 
will shortly also be available. A wonderful new, widely 
accessible research tool! Branding Iron 

http://www.carnamah.com.au/
https://history.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02364f28eab6f0dbc7265dabf&id=f111de2033&e=1ce6a99d1a
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If you’re a member who receives this newsletter in 
hard copy by post, and you’re happy to receive it by 
email, please contact us (9386 3841 or 
admin@histwest.org.au with your email address, and 
save money and trees by receiving it online!  

Community Officer:   Lesley Burnett 

Editor History West:   Dr Lenore Layman 

Opinions expressed in History West are not necessarily 
those of the Royal WA Historical Society (Inc.) 

On Saturday 9 June 
on an unexpectedly 
sunny afternoon, a 
group of 25 
members gathered 
at the Ross 
Memorial Church 
on the corner of 
Hay and Colin 
Streets where we 
admired the 

interior of this Federation Gothic style church with its 
beautiful timber ceilings and stained glass windows. 
The Church, originally established through the efforts 
of Presbyterian Minister, the Revd Ross, was completed 
in 1917. In 2015 it underwent considerable renovations 
and was updated to meet present needs. Organist 
Tomasz Nowak gave a short recital on the magnificent 
pipe organ. 

Conservation and Heritage Architect, Ron Bodycoat, led 
us on a walk down Hay Street towards the city, stopping 
at several former homes now occupied as commercial 
premises. One fine example, Meerilinga House, has 
been refurbished and restored to its former glory. On 
foot, and through Ron’s eyes, we looked at other 
architectural designs including the Federation style 
houses, most of which have since had their verandahs 
removed, although some have been restored to their 
original form and character. Several of the dwellings 
built as blocks of flats are still standing, although again, 
mainly converted to commercial use. A large Moreton 
Bay fig tree, approximately 140 years old, on the corner 
of Hay Street and Harvest Terrace is worth admiring.  

We continued along Parliament Place, surrounded by 
office blocks. Opposite is the former Hale School, 
operating there from 1914 to 1961, now home to the 
Constitutional Centre and government offices. 
Approaching the Old Observatory, now the headquarters 
of the National Trust of Australia (WA), we passed two 
more giant Moreton Bay figs in the parkland. In the 

grounds, a small brick chamber with curved corrugated 
iron roof still stands, marking where the gun was set off 
to signal ONE O’CLOCK to the city below during the 
decades when lunch time was universally observed from 
one to two o’clock. From the steps of Parliament House, 
looking down St George’s Terrace, we viewed the 
surviving Arch from the former Pensioners’ Barracks, 
constructed from 1863 to 1866 and demolished in 1966 
to make way for the Mitchell Freeway. 

Ron Bodycoat provided a booklet, including photographs, 
enabling us to revisit these places at our leisure. A copy 
has been placed in our library and can be photocopied for 
anyone who missed out on this interesting and informative 
walk and would like to take a self-conducted tour.  

After crossing Malcolm Street, we viewed the exterior 
of the former home of Edith Cowan and her husband 
James, built in 1883 and occupied by them until 1919. 
Next door, at No. 23, is the private residence of Shirley 
Withers, who now lives there with her daughter 
Rowena. Their home is one of the few remaining 
original private residences in the area. Shirley provided 
us with a handout on the history of the house which 
was built in 1882 by Isabella Ferguson and stood on 
one acre of land. We were invited to wander through 
the house and garden where a large macadamia tree is 
growing by the front door and next to it an avocado 

tree, dripping 
with avocados 
waiting to ripen – 
all this in the 
heart of the city! 
Shirley and 
Rowena provided 
a delicious 
afternoon tea 
which was a 
perfect ending to 
a most enjoyable 
afternoon.  

Val Hutch 


